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Pathway 3 

 

 

Our Pathway 3 curriculum follows the content of the National Curriculum, adjusted to ensure 

breadth and depth is appropriate, relevant and engaging. Discrete subjects are taught with 

purposeful links made to connect learning schematically, intending to build knowledge and skills, 

preparing pupils for the next stage of their learning. 

How are classes grouped?  

 

                                           

  
Pathway 3 learners are grouped by their developmental phase.  

 Explorers (KS1): exploring my environment to learn what I like and dislike. 

 Adventurers (KS2): adventuring further on our learning path through what we know and 

can do.  

 Navigators (KS3): Navigating our way forward by connecting our skills and knowledge to 

new learning.  

 Discoverers (KS4&5): discovering how to use our skills and knowledge to prepare for 

independent living.  

 

Explorers 

Discoverers 
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Our School Day 

 Our school day starts at 9:00 

 From 9:00 – 9:15 all Pathway 3 pupils at Heart of the Forest School pupils are welcomed 

to the learning environment for registration.  

 Pathway 3 pupils transition to their phonics phase groups for a 30 minute lesson 4 times 

a week.  

 From 9:45- 10:30 and 11:00-12:00 lesson 1 and 2 take place.  

 From 10:30 -10:50 all students have a break where they can play, socialise and form 

positive connections.  

 From 12:00-1:00 all students have their lunch and 30 minutes break time. Depending on 

the individual needs of the class, pupils will either eat in their classroom, in our hall or in 

our food technology room.  

 From 1:10-2:00 and 2:00-2:50, lesson 4 and 5 takes place.  

 Our school day finishes at 3:00. 
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Adventurers (KS2) 

 

Navigators (KS3) 
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Discoverers (KS4&5) 
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What does the curriculum look like for learners in Pathway 3?  
 
The Pathway 3 curriculum at Heart of the Forest School allows pupils to build on the knowledge 
and skills they develop, preparing them for each stage of their learning.  Learning is sequential in 
each discrete subject to ensure pupils are able to connect learning.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 | P a g e  
 

Learning Maps 
 
Learning maps allow pupils to see their learning journey across an academic year. These learning 
maps are displayed in pupil books for them to refer to. Parents also receive a copy to support 
generalising learning in the wider world. Please see the example below which shows the 
foundation subject coverage for a KS2 class.  
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For each half term, the pupils have access to a Sequential 
Learning Wheel to outline the lessons for that half terms 
learning. These are referred to at the start of each lesson 
to allow pupils to reflect on previous learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How are Pathway 3 learners assessed?  

At Heart of the Forest School progress is assessed against individual pupil Education Health and 
Care Plan (EHCP) outcomes, which are further broken down into targets which provide an 
appropriate level of challenge bespoke to the individual learner. These small steps captured 
through personalised curriculum plans (PCP) and reviewed on a termly basis. The outcomes and 
targets are set in collaboration with parents, carers and external professionals such as speech 
and language, physiotherapists and occupational therapists where appropriate. Pupils are set 
targets from the following areas, which is then planned through their personalised curriculum: 

 Cognition and Learning 

 Communication and Interaction 

 Physical and Sensory Development 

 Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties 
 
 
Alongside EHCPs and PCPs, we assess and monitor progress for pupils who follow a Pathway 3 
curriculum using SOLAR. Different assessment frameworks are used dependent upon the 
pupil’s stage of development.  
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 Assessment Framework Subjects Assessed  

EYFS 
(1 year) 

Early Years Framework  
Early Years Baseline in first 6 weeks  

 Communication and Language 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics  

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Physical Development  

KS1 
(2 years) 

Year 1 Phonics Screening (if 
appropriate) 
Wilson P Steps 

 English 

 Maths 

 SMSC 

 PE 

KS2 
(4 years) 

Wilson P Steps 
End of Key Stage tests if appropriate 
or Teacher Assessment for statutory 
reporting  

 English 

 Maths 

 SMSC 

 PE 

KS3 
(3 years) 

Wilson P Steps   English 

 Maths 

 SMSC 

 PE 

KS4 
(2 years) 

AQA Functional Skills  English 

 Maths  

KS5 
(3 years) 

Post 16 Milestones or AQA 
Functional Skills  

 English 

 Maths  

 

What qualifications do Pathway 3 pupils leave Heart of the Forest School with?  

KS4 and KS5 pupils achieve ASDAN and OCR qualifications. This includes Transition Sensory 
Challenge and Towards Independence for ASDAN and OCR Life and Living Skills. Pupils also have 
the opportunity to undertaken Functional Skills Entry Level exams. Accreditation provides pupils 
with a nationally recognised qualification to leave school. 
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Across KS4 and KS5, pupils have the opportunity to choose Options. During these weekly Options 
lessons, pupils will work towards an accreditation. We offer several different options including 
the John Muir Award, Arts Award or Sports Leaders. Pupils also have the opportunity to 
undertake the Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 | P a g e  
 

What does our reading programme look like for Pathway 3 pupils? 

Pathway 3 pupils access phonics for 30 minutes, 4 times per week. Pupils are grouped according 
to their phonics phase. This means pupils may transition to a different classroom for their 
phonics lessons. Pupils follow the Essential Letters and Sounds reading scheme for these 
lessons. Each pupil also has a home reading books matched to their phonics phase. For more 
information, please refer to the Early Reading part of the school website.  

 

What does Enrichment look like for Pathway 3 pupils? 

Through Enrichment, we aim to provide structure and support for all of our students to help 
them widen their interests, improve their communication and interaction and develop mutual 
respect. As shown in the age phase timetables, each Pathway 3 class has time dedicated to 
enrichment. These activities include but are not exclusive to the following: 

 Music Works 
 Open Theatre 
 Adventure Sports 
 Outdoor Learning  

Pupils have opportunities to access and sign up to a variety of afterschool clubs alongside their 
peers across all pathway groups, offered each term. This includes but is not exclusive to the 
following:  

 Sports Club 
 Circus Skills Club 
 Forest School Club 
 Sensory Club 
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How does Heart of the Forest support the Personal Development of pupils? 

 

It is important that we prepare our pupils to live in modern Britain. This includes an 
understanding and celebration of individual and cultural difference. Through PSHE, RE and 
Assemblies pupils have a comprehensive opportunity to develop their Social, Moral, Spiritual 
and Cultural awareness.  

The PSHE curriculum has been developed to support pupils’ individual sense of belonging and 
identity within a peer group and as citizens within their local and wider community. Integral to 
this learning is the significance of preparing pupils for appropriate levels of independence.  

 

What do Pathway 3 pupils do when they leave Heart of the Forest School? 

Our aim, is to secure all Pathway 3 pupils a positive destination that helps them lead a happy and 
fulfilled life. Due to the individual needs of all our learners, potential destinations for our pathway 
3 pupils are wide and varied but always carefully considered in consultation with parents, school 
and the transitions team, always with the pupils best interest at the forefront.   

During the Summer term we offer an annual Transition Fayre during which destination providers 
attend from local community providers to those further afield within Gloucestershire. This is an 
opportunity for pupils to be supported alongside their families to explore options available to 
them post 16/19.  

Transition destinations for pupils may include but not exclusive to the following;  

 Gloucester College 
 Orchard Trust  
 National Star College  
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For more information... 

School Address: 

Heart of the Forest School, Speech House, Coleford, Gloucestershire, GL16 7EJ 

 

School Telephone:  

01594 822175 

 

School Email Address: 

admin@heartoftheforest.gloucs.sch.uk  

 

School Website: 

www.heartoftheforestschool.co.uk  

 

School Facebook Page:  

Heart of the Forest Community Special School  

 

 

 

 

School twitter account: 

@HOFSchool  

 

mailto:admin@heartoftheforest.gloucs.sch.uk
http://www.heartoftheforestschool.co.uk/
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