
Communication @ Heart 

of the Forest

 



Communication

 At Heart of the Forest, we aim to ensure that all pupils with communication 

difficulties have a consistent and coherent approach to meeting their 

communication needs throughout their lives in school and the wider 

community.

 Communication is fundamental to teaching and learning in our school. It is a 

two-way process through which information, ideas, thoughts and feelings are 

passed between individuals and/or groups of people. Communication is 

central to life, human rights, inclusion and all areas of human development.

 The development of communication skills for all learners in our school is an 

integral part of the provision and should not be seen in isolation.



Heart of the Forest School aims to:

 Value and respect every possible method of communication that pupils may need 
to use.

 Provide opportunities for learners to develop a meaningful and functional system 
of Total Communication using verbal and/or non-verbal communication.

 Ensure all individual communication strategies are supported by developing a 
shared knowledge, skills and attitudes base essential for an effective total 
communication environment.

 Raise awareness and develop confidence in the use of Total Communication 
throughout school and wider communities.

 Ensure that our learners are equipped to communicate effectively in adult life

 Ensure that all learners feel included with their preferred method of 
communication which facilitates the opportunity to be understood, responded to 
and to make decisions and choices.

 Enable access to provision through a total communication approach.



These are some of the communication tools 

you may experience at Heart of the Forest 

School:

 Gestures, body language, vocalisation/speech, eye pointing and facial expression

 Intensive Interaction

 Objects Of Reference (OOR)

 On Body Signing

 Makaton signing

 Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS)

 Photographs/pictures/symbols/schedules/first you, then you strips

 Communication books

 Social Stories

 Talking Mats

 Voice Output Communication Aids/equipment (VOCA)

 Access to modern technology





Communication across the pathways
Communication across the three pathways within Heart of the Forest 

Community Special School will look very different. Below is a table of 

what you would expect communication to look like across the three 

pathways. 
Pathway 1 Pathway 2 Pathway 3 

 Gestures, body 

language, 

vocalisation/speech, 

eye pointing and facial 

expression

 Intensive Interaction

 Objects Of Reference 

(OOR)

 On Body Signing

 Makaton signing

 Picture Exchange 

Communication System 

(PECS)

 Photographs/pictures/s

ymbols/schedules/first 

you, then you strips, 

now and next boards

 Communication books

 Talking 

Mats/Communication 

boards

 Voice Output 

Communication 

Aids/equipment (VOCA)

 AAC

 Gestures, body 

language, 

vocalisation/speech, 

eye pointing and facial 

expression

 Intensive Interaction

 Objects Of Reference 

(OOR)

 Makaton signing

 Picture Exchange 

Communication System 

(PECS)

 Photographs/pictures/sy

mbols/schedules/first 

you, then you strips, 

now and next boards

 Communication books

 Social Stories

 Talking 

Mats/Communication 

boards

 Voice Output 

Communication 

Aids/equipment (VOCA)

 AAC

 Speech

 Makaton signing

 Photographs/pictures/sy

mbols/schedules/first 

you, then you strips, 

now and next boards

 Communication books

 Social Stories

 Talking 

Mats/Communication 

boards

 Voice Output 

Communication 

Aids/equipment (VOCA)

 Access to modern 

technology

 AAC



KISS- Keep It Short and Simple

Follow the child’s lead 

STOP what you are doing so that you can observe what the child is interested in 
or would like to say.

LOOK at the child

Give the child TIME to plan their sentence and access the words

RESPOND - EXPLAIN     REPEAT      EXPAND

Remember to: 

 Use gesture and facial expressions

 Speak slowly

 Get down to the child’s level and move with them

From “Let’s Talk With Under 5’s” © Liz Elks and Henrietta McLachlan 2005



Examples of communication systems 

that can be seen throughout the school

 Classroom timetables

 Individual timetables

 Now and next boards

 Communication books

 Communication boards

 Lanyards

 Visual strips in places such as washing hands, going to the toilet



Communication passports

In order to support pupils 

with communication 

difficulties, 

communication passports 

are created to help the 

staff who are working 

with them fully 

understand their way of 

communicating.



Referring to speech and language

 Referrals to speech and language can be made by both school or parents. 

 If you feel your child needs support with speech and language development, 

this also includes eating and drinking. You can make this referral yourself. 

 https://www.ghc.nhs.uk/our-teams-and-services/childrens-slt/childrens-salt-

request-for-assistance/

https://www.ghc.nhs.uk/our-teams-and-services/childrens-slt/childrens-salt-request-for-assistance/

